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I1\TRODIJCTI O I\
We have come to the lxrlt irrg ol the ways - thc wrrl is Iinislrt',1,:ttrrl'we are all

returning to Cur rcsl)cCliVt' lr,,r,r. r anC larnilies. Perltaps olrt' l),rllrs ttt:r1' tlcver cross

agair-r, but the rrrcrrrolit's ol ;rll r,r'c have endured togcthcr tltrri'rg llri:, r'r':tt will [orever

remain wirlr trs irr tlr;rl rt't u'ill lrave a kindred spirit. 'I'o ht.1r tlr;rl rrrcnrory alive

and l>riglrt. it is lt lt llr:rt ,r , lrrorricle of the accomplishments ol tlrt r(i(rt h Engineer

Conrlr;rt l),:rtt;rliorr will lrt .r t lrt'rished possession of every membcr' ,rl tlrt' trttit. It is

wirh tlris tlrorr.glrt irr rrrirrrl tlr:rt we publish this history. Creclit lor ils publication

go('s l() tlrc lilllowing:

l'l<. .l:rrrr, s \A,/. Lanham - Editor

l'lt . llt vr.r lt'y P. Dupuis - Photos

T't'r' 1 lir;rrrli Keisler - Mapping

W().f ( I li<lw:rrd M, Ilothsctild - Cover Design
(iorrrlrlction by Tec. 5 Mc Cullough
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he 166th Errgineers Combat Battalion was activated
15 M,ry 1943 at Camp McCain, Mississippi under

the Secorrrl []nited States Army commande(l by Lieute-
nanl. (;('n('r,rl Ben Lear. Upon acl-ival-ion Lhc ttnil. was
pltlr'r'rl rrrrrlcr the supervisiou of the lX Corl)s, (:(lrnp

Mr'( ,rirr, Mississippi and waS attached to the 1102 lJrrgirrcer
(lorrrbat Group, Camp McCain. Olen Il. Ctrrl.is, M,rjor,
Corps of Engineer was designaled trs ll.rl.lirliorr (lrrnnr,rrrler.

''l-hc Officer Cadre was olrl.ttint'tl ltottt llrl lllllllr lrrtgi-
rrocr-(iornbaL Battaliou ol llrc t|/llr lrrl,rrrlrl, llivision.,
(',rrtr1r Mr'(ilirr, Mississippi, llrr' (iJrl'lllt 'l'o;rorgr,rplrrr,rl En-
gitrt'<'r' (lrrrrp.rrry, Catrtp lvlt (',rirr, Nl ississilrpr, llrc lrrrtineer
I{cpiacernctt! I r,rirrintl ( lcrrlr:r', l;orl. lJclvoit, V i r 1ri111,' o16
t.her Cadrt-' (joursr., i'olt. ilclvoi.r, Vireirti.r. Ilr lirrlisted
Ceidre was oblained lrom the 52nd Errgirrccr llr,rirnent,
Ft Jaclcson, South Carolina, and the 141)lh Iirr1,ir11,,,' 1;o*-
bat Battalic.n, Camp M.:Cain, Mississippi.

From the date of activation until thc lillr.rs ,rrrivcd the
companies spent all their time in prcptrr',rliorr for the
basic training to come. Tho firsl. fillurs ,rrrivt'rl the 17th
of Juny 43 from the llccruil. llccclll.iorr (i<.rrlt:r, Ft De-
vens, Mass., closoly loll<>wc<l by lrr.rsorrrrcl lr-orn the Rec-

rtlit l{ccopl-ion Cenl-or, Camp Crolt., Soul.lr (lirrolina on the
26th of .Iune .rnd Branch Immaterial Iieplaccrrrent Training
Center, Ft. I{obinson, Arkansas on the 23rd of July, It
lvas really a sorry looking bunch that arrived and every-
one knew that there w-ere many'headaches in the future
(in which they were'nt disappointed).

The basic training really started in earnest after the
first fillers had been in camp a few days. Normal Army
T,raining was given with special onrphasls plac<rd on con-
struction of road blocks and obstaclcs, buildlng ol lloat-
ing arrd flxed bridges, road rclltrirs ancl dcmolitions. Camp
McCain was an ideal spot for this type of training be-

cause of the terrain (especialiy when it rained) and the
weather.

The first part of September basic training was brought
to a r:lose l:y a week's bivouac on the Yazoo River in

Gerrnun, gurrison llag taken at Blois, France.

the vicinity of (lrccnwoocl, Mississippi. The weather was
rainy and it wrrs mudcly as hell, The companies experi-
mente<l with tt:n ton pontons, infantry foot bridges and
assault boats. At. the end of a week everyone could have
sworn they had been there at least a month, but agreed
thal" the experience had been valuable.

When we returned to Camp McCain a more advanced
stage of training began. Engineer work was very greatly
emphasized which we knew would come in very handy
if anrl when we. got overseas. It was during this period
lltitl wc scrrt a cadre to Ft. Jackson, South Carolina.

Wc wcrt: gcll.irrg along swell with our training when
we wore rudely yanked from them by a thing called
manuevers. On the 12th of November we left camp for
the Louisiana Manuever Area. Laie in the afternoon we
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arrivecl at Vicksburg, Mississippi ancl set up there to bi-
vouac overnight. 'I-hr: Jollowing morning wr: rlepartecl
and arrivecl at Ntrtchil.oches, Mississiplti in carly after-

noon of same date and another overnight bivouac was
made. Again the following rnorning we were on the move
and arrived at I'Iornbeck, Lorrisiana that afternoon. For
the next several days thc bivouac was mostly admini-
strative while Engineer lle<:orrnaisstrrrcrc was made oI l.hc

rnanuevet area.

Manuevers began in full ac[iorr llrt: 19th of Novcmbcr
and we immediately began work on roads and construct-
ing bridges. Due to heavy rains the roads were in very
bad shapel. It was necessary in some instances to arrange
a 24 hoqr work schedule so as to keep the divisional ar-
tillery and armor moving and to keep the main supply
route operr.

During the entire manuever period we had exceptional
bad weather which was not good for the morale of the

nrcn. A system was initiill()<l whcrt-.by the rnen were able
Lo gcl to town at least ont'c (t w('('l( lo shower and relax
iL bi[. In spite of the darnp .rrrrl colrl wcather cases of
sicl<ness were kept to the minirrrrrrrr.

It was during this time that wr: w('r'(' lr,rrrslcrrecl to the
'l-ttird United States Army comrnirrrrlr.rl l,y l.icrrtenant
(lcneral Simpson and were attachetl lo llrc llil.trrl Engi-
rrt.t:r Combat Group.

Orr the 30th of January 44 we depurl.crl Ilorrr M,rrry,
l.ottisiana for Carnp McCain with the knowlcrlgr. llr,rl wc
rlirl an exceilent job all ihrough the nranucvt:r' pr:r iotl. (1..,r-

l{'r'we were to discovcr l.hat our rating for l.hc l.irnc wc
r;pnrt there was supcrior). We arrived at Vicksbrrlg t'rrrly
,rllcrnoon of the 30itr urrrl bivouaced crvernight. The rnclr
wcrc granted passr:s l.o go irrl.o l.own and relax. I[ is a

l< rrown fact that everyorlor cxcr'pl l,ht' nt't't'sstrry grralls,
spt'rrt a very enjoyable cvcnirrg wlri<'lr w,rs lo lrc a lopi<:
ol warm conversation 1or days l.o cornr:. Iiarly l.he follow-
irrp ruorning, headaches and aII, wc startecl on the last
l(rl) ()l our trek back to camp and arrived there the same
(tIl.('r'n( )()n.

Il- look us several days to get our equipment, personal
and engineer, straightened out and then advanced train-
ing lrt'g.rn. We were transferred to still another army
Ilris lirut: the Fourth United Sl.trlcs Army commanded by
M.r.ior'(lorrcr';rl Cirovcr Milhtrrn anrl al.lar:hr:rl to the 1123th

llngirrct'r ('orrrlrirl (irorrl> irrrrl ttnrlt'r Llrc srrpcrvisjon of Lhc

XXI (lor'ps, nl'() l0l, (larrrp l)olk, Lorrisiarra.

Along with our truirring we harl nun)orous inspccl.ions
to prepare us for overseas, various schools to attend, se-

veral medical inspections (including shots and dental
work) and of course the regular garrison duties of being
soldiers. We did flnd time however to have a couple of
nice dances and to get home for a few days to say good-

(
' Constructirtg 140' double-clouble Bailey at
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bye to the lovecl ones before departing for the Port of
Embarliation.

Thc big rlay finally arrived to the relief of everyone
ancl ort tht: 12th day of June 194 we boarcled the train
and rlcptu.lcd from Camp McCain. The long Lrip to Camp
Mylt's Standish, Taunton, Mass (of course offir:ially none
ol rrs were supposed to know where we w()r() g<lirrt but
sornehow everyone did) took us three rltrys itrrrl two
nights. Imediately upon, arrival vuriorrs inspcr'liorrs had
l.tl be held on our equipmr:nl. irtrrl ol ('()llrs(. llr('r(: were
tttorc trr<-'dical inspections urrrl rrrorc slrols w,'rl given.
AIl.<'r tt lcw flays aI Slrrrrlislr irrrtl bt'itrg orictrllrl on this
antl l.hal. l.ltc men so tlcsir irre ol <lcst:tving wr.rr, granted
6yernighl- l)ilss,r's provi<lctl l.trt:ir horncs w('r{' willrirr a ra-
dius of 50 nrikr,; ol cuuip. To those living,rl ,r l,rlllrr:r di-
stance passes Lrntii midnight were givt.rr. l'r',rclically
everyone in the tsattalion all of a surlrlur livcrl in or
around Boston or there abouts, and whiskcy llowccl like
water.

On the 26th of JuLne 1944, with cver:yllrirrg rve owned
eithcr on our backs or in our tiut'tt:l ltags, wlritlr we were
carrying, wc rlcparl.ctl lly lrain Ior l.lrc lloslon Port of
Embarkal.ion. Upon arrival ill Lllo picr wt' were given
doughnuts and collee by thc Arrrcri('urr lled Cross while
a Navy band played for us. Altcr a wait oI about an
hour we boarded our ship the U S S West Point. The
n.ext morning at 0450 hours while everyone were still
slumbering anchor was hoisted and we officially began
drawing our 20% extra. The trip across was very pleas-
ant and everyone seemed to enjoy themselves as m.uch
as possible under the circumsl.ances. Later on wo hcar(l
l.hat scveral nights oul from llorl. wc harl Lo r:halt11rr orrr

collrsc l)ccausc of subrnalincs lrttl. il. w,rs nr.vcr conlir-
med. C)n thc 3rd oI .Iuly wo stcarrlcd up the Firl"h of

Clyde and dropped anchor just off of Greenock, Scott-
land. Another night was spent aboard ship and early the
following morning the big task of unloading began. Im-
mediately after landing at Greenock everyone was put
on board a train, where we were again given doughnuts
and coilcc by the Red Cross, and departed for bonny
Engla nrl.

Late in thc,tllclrrr>on of the 4th we arrived at Bewd-
ley, Englanrl wlrcrc wc lound trucks waiting to transport
us to camp. Alrorr l. an hour after leaving the train we
found ourselvcs al ()ur new home Camp Sturt Common,
Shropshire Counl.y, Llngland. We immediately began un-
loading our pcrs()n(rl eqr.rip661t* and moving into the
large tents in whir'lr we were to live during our stay.

When we arrivcrl a[ camp we were again transferred
to the Third Unil.crl States Army commanded by Lieute-
nant General Gcorgc S. Patton Jr., better know as "Blood

and Guts" to all the men and attached to the 1117th
Engineer Combat Group. The Third Army at the time
was massing its l.roops for preparation in crossing to the
Continent. We wr-'re kept pretty busy -during our stay

l'ushing out Bridge at Woelfling, France.
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at Sturt Common drawing our Engineer equipment, ord-
nance equipment and having various inspections of difte-
rent ifems to assure against shortages. The letl.crt'tl com-
panies spent a week near Oxfortl, Englan<l atl.ending a

Bridge school. While []rcrc scvr:ral lloal.ing Bailey Brid-
ges were consl.rur--l.erl arrrl l.orn <lown ovel the Thames
River.

The Battalion was highly in favor of keeping up the
morale of the r-nen, which was excellent at this time, so

several tours wt-.rc arranged to various points of interest
for the men so <lcsiring to go. Several times we were
fortunate enough l.o sccure seats in the famous Shake-
sperian theater at Stratford on Avon to see ihe Shake-
sperian plays tr-Iamlet and Macbeth. In addition passes

were issued to visit tlrr: ncarby towns of Bewdley, Stour-
port and Kidderminislcr. Il. wtrs while we were stationed
here that we learncd [o lcspcct the English more thar]
we were accustomed to.

Eventually all good thingsr rnusI come to an end so wo
departed from S.turI Colnrnon on the morning of 4 Arrgrrsl.
for Camp D-7 I)orchcstr';r, England arriving therc the
same afternoon afl.cr travcling a distance of one hundred
and fifty miles. f'hcrc was'rrl nruch to do so the men
just relaxed for a cotrplo ()l (l(rys. Thc morning o[ l.hc

6th found us again on []rc nrovc lhis lirnc wil.lr orrr rlc-
stination as Portland, Englarrrl. IJpon trrrival wc lro,rrrlcrl
LST's to cross the Channcl l.o l.lrc (lorrlincnt.

On the morning of 7th ol Arrgrrsl. we arrived at Ut.ah
Beach, France and proceedcd inland several miles to a

bivouac area. The following day we moved to an area
near Louvigne, France. The Third Army at this time was
activating the XII Corps and we were attached to them.
Road work was now being done by the entire Battalion

along with removing mines, booby traps and urrcxprlirrlcrl
.shclls in the vicinity of Le Mans.

'I-lrt: 12th of August we moved to a new area near Voul-

Rock quarry operul.itttts rttur l'ulltry, l,'runrc.

,trrrl continued to do roarl work rrrrrl grr,rrrl lrr irl11r.s,

()rrr lirsI imporl-anl- missiorr ( run(.()n llrr. l]rllr ol Ariqusl
Wltt'tr wo were ordered l.o 1lror:cctl lrorrr lllois lo ()rlcrrrrs
blowirrq all bridges along l.hc Loirc lliv<'r. (iorrrp,rrry "A"
was lhc leading element anr] ran into slilI t'nt'rrry r.t'si-
stance about 4 kilometers Jrrlrrr lllois. Allt'r irlrorrl.4
hours of small arms and morl.al lilr, wr,wclr, lor.r.r'rl l.o

wil.hdraw to an area sorrl.lrc,tsl. ol Vlltrlolrtr,. t )rrr lirst bap-
lisrrr ol l'irc lrtrrl pirsl iutrl ,rs rt tr.slll wl lr,trl lwo cnlisted
nrr.rr li, illlrl ,urrl lwo wourrrlcrl.

()rr llrc lllllr ol Arr13rrsl. ('otrr;r,rrry "(l" wits givt:n the
tnission ol pr'cvcrrl.ing l.lrc ()tr()nty D.oru r.c<:rossing the
Loire River in the vicinil-y of Beaugency and Meung. Se-
verai rounds ,were fired on each side but no casualties
were suffered and the mission was successful.'One pla-
toon of Company "A" was attached to the 31gth Infantry
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Regiment clearing mines in their advance. The other two
platoons of Company "A" and Company "B" were con-
structing a barrier plan alorrp thc Loire River and doing
Engineer Reconnaissan<'c.

We moved to an arcu rrr',rr Ncrrville on the 21st. Or-
clers were.received from (lor'1rs rt,licvini us fiom attach-
ders were received from Cor;rs rr:lieving us from al.l.ach-

ing us to the 1135th Engirrr,r.r' (lornbat Group. Corrryrany

Ihtiltling ltrlrttrn britlgt, (r('r()ss Surre llirtr ut

Surrullrr, ltruncc.

"B" was giv<rtr lltr: job oI mairrt.rirritrg tr r'()il(l lllock and

bridge near .Iaryeau and maintain.ing LIrc rourl trel.ween

La Charite and Orleans. During the day part of one pla-
toon was pinned down for four hours by German small
arms fire but suffered no casualties. Companies "A" and
"C" were busy executing a barrier plan along the Maine
River from Vitre La Francois to Chalons and maintaining
roads and guarding bridgcs in lhc vicinit.y of Chalcart-
ne:uf. This work conl.inut:rl rtnlil llrc ltrsl ol llrt'ttrotrllt.

Thc l;orrrl.tr Artttrlrcr'l l)ivisiorr irr llrc tttcitttlitttt' wits

starIir-rg tr rllivt'(ur(l wo lrgt:tuttc ttllat'lrctl t.o l.ltt'tn on the

3lst. Company "A" was put in support of CCA and Com-
panies "B" and "C" were put in support of CCB. The
CCA attempted to construct a bridge across.the Moselle
River at the Canal where the river was reported to be
fordable. This report proved to be false and no crossing
was macle. A crossing was finally made in the 80th In-
fantry Divisiorr scclor. In the meantime the two com-
panies supporlirrg (l(ll] hat not been idle. They had ste-
adily been movirrq Iolwarrl to Jezainville, Criscourt-Esur-
Hau, Thiacourl, l)t'Iouze anc{ Vaucoieurs. Company "B"
moved to Crarr,rrroy the 11th of September and began re-
connaissance ol llrc Moselle, guarded and improved fords
and bridges and assisl.ed the 24th Armored Engineers in
constructing a [rotrtlway britlge. From Crananoy they
moved to Bayon lo lVlont to Hudiviller and arrived at
Luneville on the 161.h. While at Luneville there was very
heavy artillery lirc lrom the enemy and as a result we
suffered several r:rrsrralties.

The 25th of Scptember we were bivouaced east of Ar-
racourt and wer() assigned the mission ol defending a front
of 400 yards. Tlrc front was extended to 7000 yards the
following day whcn the XII Corps went on the defen-
sivc. (Vicinil.y of Chambrey to Arracourt). We acted as

infantry for a period of 23 days and were under intense
enemy artillery and mortar fire a large portion of the
time. To aid us in our defensive position one company
of the 24th Armored Engineers was attachecl to us and
anti personnel mines and trip flares were layed. Nume-
rous casualties were sustained during this period.

()n lhc 12th of October rMe were attached to the 26th
lnlirrrlly I)ivision as Division Engineers. Roads and brid-
l.l()s wcr(! rrraintained and we also operated their Engi-
ncerr sulrlrly and map depots. The 23rd we were relieved
Irom the 26l.h Division and moved to an area in the vici-
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nity of Velaine. Company "C" was Jrltr<:crl irt sttppoll o[
the Second Cavalry Group in l.h0 vit'irrily ()l l)(ilr(,y l()

do general Engineer work.
The next few days w(' sl)('ttl irr clr',rtrittg ul) (rll ()ttl

c<lttipntt'ttl. trtrrl 1ir.llirr1l n('{ i':isru y ctlrri;rrrrcrrl llrrrl. w('
wcrt: slrolt. ()rrr. lri;, inspcr'li()n w(IS held and everyono
grasst'rl ol<.ry. Ilrl rrnrr rrr,r'rlctl a little relaxation so pas-
ses wcrc granl.r.tl <lrrrirrg l.lrr: day to Ngncy at the rate of
6 men per lettllorl ('()rr)l)dny and 4 men for H and S com-
pany. Everyborly who was lucky enough to get passes

really enjoyt'rl llrr,rrrsr'lvcs and what they did in Nancy
and surrounrlirrg lt'r r ilory is stiII a topic of convcrsatiolt.

The }ong irwaitcd attack was started on the 8l.h o[ No-
vcmber anrl wc wcnt into support of the 26t.lt lttt l)ivi-
siorr. Company "A" wus busy doingnecessary roatl wotk,
conslructing brirlgcs whcrt: nccessary and swcr'lritrg lltr
roatls for mincs in l.lrc vicinity r.lf Vic-sur-Scillt',ttrrl
Moycnvic. Comprany "lJ" was busily engaged brrilrlrrrll
an 80 loot doublc single Bai'rey bridges at Vic-sur-Sr'illt',
swrlr:pilrg the roads from Five Corners to Moycrtvic lot

nrincs ancl rcpairing a wooden bridge north of M<lycttvit:
which harl bccn rlalnaged by cnemy shellfire. Company
"C" rnovctl lo llcichicour[ La Petite and cleared mincs
frorn l{eichir:orrrt. to l}czattgc la Pcl.il.c to Xanrey. Sevcral
days were spent in clc,rtritrg llrc sl.rt'ct.s of Moycnvit' .rtttl

removing booby traps. A lriorrrlly nrinc licltl oI ll05 rni-

nes \^/as removcrl al. l.his lirrrt'.

On Lhe 22nd of Novctrtlrr,t (lotttlrtttry "B" was assignod
to support CCll of thc l';orrrllr Arrnorcd Division. A 70

fooI double single Bailcy lrlirlgr: w.rs constructed near
Nebing, roarls wcre swcpl lor rnincs in vicinity of Bas-

sing, Bcrrcstrof, Neufuillagr-., Mit.l.<rrshcim and Fenetrange.
One enlisl.cd man was killr:tl anrl ono seriously injured
when an on(lmy mine t,xj.tlrt.lctl. Company "8" moved

orrl ol Mittersheim with tlro Sotrl.h Column of CCB on
llrr. il4llr and crossed lhc S,rrrr Ilivr.r' l.o Kirrbcrg. Upon
,rr r ivirrg at Kirrberg they movt'rl lo rltlcrrrl tr hill south-

Another ui,eut ol britl.gr rttrttss Srrrc rrl
Sarrullrc, l"runtt'.

rvr.rrl ol llacrcndorf. Thc 1r<;sil.ion was continually under
:rrrr,rll ,rrrrrs and artillery lirc. Ai 04110 hours the following
rrrorrrnl' llrt.y were relieved and went to guard a bridge
r.,r:rl .l ll,rllrrnclorf. After being relieved of bridge guard
,rrrl wlrrlr. ilroving back to Kirrberg on foot the colgmn
w(rFi (lriipr.r sctl by clirelct tank fire. No casualties. The
rr.sil ol llrr.rl,ty trrr<l [he day following was spent in de-
lr.rrrlirrll rr r)rr(l lrlock ,rnrl swt,r'lrirrg lrlr mines in the gene-
rrrl ,l(',t ol l;r'rrr,ltrutlr', ( ioss,rlrrring, l(irrllrtrg and Baeren-
rlorl. ()rr llrt'2/llr llrr,y wt'r,r'r'licvcrl l'rorn CCB and re-
joirrccl l.lrc lJal.l.alion .rl. V.rlrI lcs Ilcrrcsl.roll.

From the 29th of November to the 21st of December
the entire Battalion spent in repairing bridges, construct-
ing bridges, removing road blocks and sweeping for mi-
nes in the vicinity of Vittersbourg, Vibersviller, Fraucal-
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Lt. Col.. Curtis presenting Purplo ut,
Champenoux, France.

Vorking ut quorry nort,h ol Vul,lrcy, l,'rtuu:c. Murhi.n.e gun nest in delensiue positian south ol
V ic-Sur -S e ille, F r anc e.

Macltine g;tttl ,t.,s!, in tlelensiuq positton south o!
I i,'Srrr-Seil/p, Fratrce.



troff, Munster, Ail.weiler, Insming, Hazelborg, Honskirch,
Sarre Union, Sarralbe, Villeneuve, Weidesheim, Oermin-
gen, Herbitsheim, Kalhausen, Etting, Woelfing, Aachen,

Conslructiort ol lluiby Bri.dge at
N eufual,lag,:, F runce.

Gros Rederching, Remling, Obergailbach, and Neidergail-
bach.

On the nrorning of the 22td of December we left the
zone of opcrations in the vicinity ol Gros Redershing
and moved by motor marr:h l.o Mcrl, Luxembourg. Com-
pany "B" moved to Altlinsl.r:r on lhc 24th whcrr-. thc
majority of the company wtis rrscri lor securi l.y lor l.hc

1l35l.h Engineer Combat Oroup Ilcadquarters. ()n l.hc

25I.h and 26th enemy plancs sl.raft:<l l-he main roads leacl-
ing into and out of Altlinslcl brrl. no casualties resulted.
On tho 27th we were put in support of the B0th Infantry
Division and immediately began establishing a barrier
plan in llrc vicinity of ELtelbnrck, Colmar, Schieren and
Berg. Evr:ry 1lrc1;aration was made so as to be able to
execute thc prlan in the least possible time if and when

necessary. Charges wor'o l)1(r(:cd in a readily acr:r-.ssiblc
place and several dry rtrns wr.r'r' nrade. In addi';ion the
roads were in very bacl slr,rpr, lrccause of the heavy
snows. Snow plows were l)lrl irrlo opcration and were
operated 24 hours a day. In arlrliliorr rotrd patrols wor-
ked 24 hours daily sanding tht' r'o,rrls wlrt'r'cver needed.

Company "A" was assigned l.lrc rrrissiorr ol building
.r Bailey bridge at Heidergeidershiorrl orr tlrt' Jil.tr of Ja-
ttttary but due to intense enemy shclllirt, llrc lrrirlgc was
rl()1. constructed and a 96 foot treadw,ry w,rri l)l,r( ('(l ins-
Ir',ttl. One officer and 16 enlisted rrrt'rr w.rc slirllrlly
wottnded during the piacing of the [r'c,rtlw,ry. ('()ntl),lry
"ll' unloaded and constructed an B0 Iool. rlorrlrlo sirrlllr,
ll,rilr:y bridge on the 6th and 7th at Esch-srrr-lt, Surr..
l)rrring the work the site was shelle(l light.ly sov('l(tl linr('s
lrrrl no casualties resulted.

I)rrring the rest of thc monl-h ol .J(lnlt(il y wc |orrlirrrrCc[
Io s.rnrl Ihe roads and strcngl.hcncrl orrr birrricr plan be-
:;irlcs lrrrilding several bridgcs. Cornpany "B" placed a
,lll lrrol lrcadway bridge near Todler on the l8th under

Auother Vieut of Bridge at Neufuallage, France.
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l(/atar point at llezutge Lu Crunile, l'runc<,.

Bailey briilge at Neufuallage, France.

Purple Heart presentations in France.
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intense enemy arlillcry shellfire bul. srrllcrctl rro <:i.rstrul-

Lies. A 45 lool woorlcn lixrrrl lrrirlgc wirs (:onsllrrclctl

near Merkols ott llrc 24llr (rr(l a 24 lool lrcirtlw.ry Irrirlgt'
was placcrl nr:i.rl Wil<llwillz orr llrr' 25llr lry rrrcrrrbcrs ol
Company "B".

The 3rd of February lhc llaltalion Staff began working
in close conjunction wit.h the B0th Infantry Division En-
gineers and the 318th Infantry Regiment in planning an
assault crossing oI the Sauer River. The crossing site
was selected in lhe .vicinity of Diilengen. The companies
in the meantime practiced building footbridges, infantry
support rafts and assault bridges. Reconnaissances were
made daily of the crossing sites, approaches were taped
out and the necessary equiprnent placed where it would
be readily accessible.

In the early afternoon of the 6th we IeIt Mersch l.<r

proceed to the crossing sites. Upon arrival at the heavily
woodecl hill about one half a mile from the river wc irrr

mediately began to dig in. All of the men wore paclis

Defensit,e Positittns, Foret de lleztmge, north
of Arrucouro, Nrunce.

anrl carried one days rati<lns for as yet we had no irlca
lrow long we would be [hcr<.. .Irrsl. before dark it startr:d
Io liril and as a consequetrr:r'llrc rrrcn became damp and

Prabing lor Mittt's tttttr l'urrtrl , l"ruttrt'.

rttl;r't,tlllt'. Sleep wtrs itttposl;ilrlc lrcr',rlr;r, ol rro slrcllt:r
,rrrrl llrr. r'<lld rain.

llvcryorrc were k.ey(.(l lo ,r Iriglr pilt'lt wail.ing for 0200

Irotrrs,rl which timr: l.lrr: lirsl w(lv() wits l.o junp off. Due
l.o sorrrc rrrixup the jnl(urlry l,rilcrl l.o show up at the
rrgrpoirrlr.rl liure. At 0230 lrorrls lwo plirl.oons of Company
"l;" slrowctl trp aud inrtrtcrli.rlr,ly our ,u lillr:ry and caliber
ll0,rrrrl .'i0 rrrirchirit. iluns ()l)(,n(,(l up willr tr rlt:afening bar-
t,r1gr,, llr,rl l,rslctl lot ,rlroul lrrrll ,rrr lrorrr'. Wil.h the aid
ol llrr, irrl,rtrlty irr llrr. lu(.(utlint(' llrr. ,tss,rrrll. ltoats were
boittg t,rlticrl lo l.lrc rrvr,rs't'<lgc. Al 0ll(X) horrrs l-hc first
assault wave junrllcrl olf. Only [wo platoons of Company
"F" were taken across the river. Thb rest of "F" and the
troops scheduled to make the crossing failed to show up.
Things were comparatively quiet going across and all
the. boats reached the far shore in spite of the raging

uksdh,
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Lt, Fhtnrrtv ret:r,ir:irtyl his com.ntission lrorn
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X)utistry in a nral setting,
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torrent. One infantry man was wounded by shrapnel

while crossing trnd was brought back in one of the re-

turning boats.

After returning to the friendly short-' all of the boats

were drawn partly onto the bank and tied as securely as

possible by means of a rope which we carried. While
returning to our holes on the hillside all hell broke loose

from the far shore. The Jerries were throwing everyth-
ing they had at us or so we believed. Everyone was very
glad to reach their holes and dive in even though they
we"b half filled with water. We stayed in our holes and

shivered with the cold until late in the afternoon when

Winter iluring the llulge But'tle nour

0 ber I eul en, Luxetnb o u r g.

part of the Battalion were pultcd back to Mersch for
some badly needed rest. The rest of the Battalion remai-

ned at the crossing site to take care of whatever might
.arise.

During the daylight hours of the 7th due to small arms

fire only five boat loads of infantry were taken across

the river. Undcr r:ovcr tlf tlarkttcss the night of the 7th

rnorc infantry troops wct(: t'ittlictl ttcross, Due to artil-
Ioly and small arms [it c il. w,rs irrrpossilrltl to construct

ri

t.

Snous plows <:latriltg roui.s noar Mersc'h,

Luxent.bott.rg.

,r lrlirlae across the river. It was six days before finally
,r lrt-arlway bridge was placed to enable supplies and

lr',rllic Lo cross. In the meantime under cover of darkness

wc corrl inned to ferry troops and supplies over by assault

llotrls .rrrrl to bring back the wounded. Numerous Ger-
rnarr prisoners were brought back also.

()rr [hc llth two platoons of Company "8" built an

irrl.rrrlly sul)port raf t. al. the initial crossing site. Due to
llrc swiltrrcss oI l.lrr'<'ttrtctrt l.]rc rafL broke up in the

rrrirltllt. ol llrc sl.rr'.un itt u l.riitl t ttlt. One cnlisted mau

was clrowrtctl atttl sovoral injurcr.l. as a rttsttlt. After this
setback the raft idea was discontinued.

Close support was still being given the B0th Division
on the German side of the river by removing minefields,
builctring bridges, filling craters and blowing pillboxes.

t t..
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Finally on the 16th day of Febnrary wt: complcl.ccl a

two hundred and seventy (270) loot rlotrlrlc sirrglc l]uiley
bridge across thr: rivcl al l)illt:ngcn. Wc srrl[crcrl rnrrnc-
rous casttall.i()s (lllrine our work on l.his crossing.

Aflcr' [hc Sauer River crossing we again went into the
suppor[ of the Fourth Armored Division. In this new
support we kept the Division supply routes open, remo-
ved obstacles and built bridges in the route of advance.
When the Fourth Armored reached Polch, Gerrnany we
were relieved from them and went into direct support of
the 90th Infanlry Division.

On the 13th of March we made an assault crossing of
the Moselle River with the 357th Infantry Regiment.
There was'nt much opposition from the far shore and
what little there was it -aras soon taken care of. We suf-
fered no casualties.

We again reverted to the support of the Fourth Armo-
red Division on the 14th in their advance to the Rhine
River.

On the 16th of March Lieutenant Colonel Curtis, our
Battalion Commander, was wounded in action by enemy
machine gun fire near Tiefenbach and was evacuated to
the hospital, Major Toone, our Executive Officer assu-
med command.

\Me assisted the 2nd Infantry Regiment of the Fifth In-
fantry Division in an assault crossing of the Rhine on
the 23rd of March and swept the far shores and key road
net for mines and selected and prepared sites for landing
craft. No casualties were suffered in spite of heavy ar-
tillery and mortar fire.

The morning after the crossing of the Rhine we be-
came attached to the Sixth Armored Division. An attempt

[o consl.rrrcl ir l]ailcy lrridgo across the Main River at
Frankfrrr[ orr llro rriglrl ol 2(ith of March failed because

Fixeil Bridge at Zuyenr, Otrtttrtrty.

of direct enemy tank, mortar anrl irr'lillcry lirr. ltorrr tlrc
far shore. Another attempt was rnirrlr, orr llrl ll'lllr ,rrrrl

28th but the artillery and morl.al lilr,irrlrr.,r:;r'rl ,rrrrl wc

Lt. Col. Curtis uuurrding llroruze Star al
Benslmusen, ()ermuny.
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Freil I{. Laa^son Memorial Bridge on Danube at
Regensburg, Germany.

Danube at Regensburg, Cermany, spanned by

FreiX IL Lauson Memorial Bridge.

Major Toone running the bases in bull game at
Haiilmuhle, Germany.

,..l

Second su'ti,trr ,l ltred trL Lauson Memorial
Ilrilgt ,,t Ibg,cnsburg, Gennany.

l



a.

withdrew. Finally on the 29th we succeeded in construc-
ting two (2) ll0 loot Bailey bridges across the river.

'The Fourth Armored was again on the move and we
started in to support them on the 30th in their drive to
the kreart of Germany. Our new mission until the 6th of
,Aptil consisted of building bridges, clearing a countless
numirer of wrecked vehicles from the roads, removing
enemy road blocks which were heavily mined and de-

stroying enemy ammunition,

Colonel Starbiril, 1135th Engr. C. Gp. CO,
presenting Bronze Star Auards.

The 6th of April we moved to Schwallungen and went
into direct support of the 26th Infantry Division. In this
new support all treadway bridges were replaced by Bai-'
ley or fixed' bridges, road blocks which were heavily
rnined were removed and the Main Supply Route was
kept open at all times.

On the 19th of April we were piaced in Group Reserve
with Company "C" supporting the "Ghost of Patton's
-Army" or the Second Cavalry Group. In addition to nor-

mal Engineer work -such as building bridges, rt'tttttvitrg
minefields and roadblocks and maintaining roads Ccxrt-

pany "A" acted as infantry for a period of three days in
the vicinity of Asch, Czechoslavakia.

The entire Battalion was assembled the 29th of April
and until the 13th of May the main effort was placed on
the maintenance of the roads in the Fifth Infantry Divi-
sion Sector which were in bad shape due to incrcasing
spring rains and heavy armored traffic,

Our Reconnaissance Scction.

On the 13th Company "C" moved to Passau and be-
gan removing a heavy ponton bridge from across the
Danube River, Company "A" moved to Regensburg and
with the aid of 4000 prisoners began clearing the rubble
frorn the streets. Company "8" began construction the
13th on a 235 foot reenforced heavy ponton bridge across
the Danube River at Regensburg., The bridge at Passau

was completely removed by the 15th and Company "C"
moved to Regensburg to aid Company "A" in clearing
the streets. The ponton bridge across the Danube with
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four ap;rroaches was completed on the 17th and was ap-
proprial"ely named the "Fred K. Lawson Memorial Bridge"
in rucmory of the only officer we had killed in action.
Immediately upon completion of the bridge the company
was given certain areas in Regensburg to have cleared
and proceeded to draw prisoners for the work. We had

one company of the 249th Engr C. Bn, one company of
the 1258th Engineers and the 1366th and 1367th Dump

Truck companies attached to us on the 18th and we in-
creased our working prisoners to 14 000 daily.

Lieutenant Colonel Curtis returned from the hospital
on the 23rd and resumed command of the Battalion. Ma-
jor Toone resumed his duties as Battalion Executive
Officer.

On the 29th the Battalion, minus Company "B", rnoved

to Pfreimd to support the 358th Infantry Regiment of the

90th Infantry Division in their zone of occupation. One

platoon of Company "A" and one platoon of Company

"C" began clearing an area for constrtrctiorr ol .r li(.lnl
permanent camp while the remainder of t.ht' lwo r.orn
panies began organizing civilians in road repair units.

Conslru.ction ol 10 000 men l'V cornpound, at
Regensburg, Gennany.

Definite zones were assigned and repairs began on the
nrain supply route from Wernberg to Nabburg to Wein-
berg to Waidhaus and from Viechtach to Miltach and
Cham to Furth. In the meantime Company "B" had star-
ted construction on an air strip in Regensburg for the
XII Corps. Work on the roads continued as did the work
on the semi permanent camp (which was abandoned Ia-

ter) until the 5th of June when we moved back to Re-

gensbuig. The entire Battalion minus one platoon of
Company "A" which continued doing road work and one
platoon of Compan-v "B" which continued on the XII
Corps air strip began assembling materials for a 10 000

man Prisoner of War Camp at Regensburg. The XII Corps

air strip was completed on the 14th and the platoon im-
mediately began aiding in the Prisoner of War, project.

Lt. Col. Olen B. Cu,rtis irercising his lunciion
as CO u.:hile at Regensburg, Germany.
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The second plaloon of Company "ll" wil.h prisoncrs

began operal.i rrg srrwrnills al Nirlrlrinr, liolz, l(olzl.ing,
Burglengenlclrl llorlr.rrwolr r', ( it.ist'llrorirre, Ncrrsludl-, Er-

lnitial construction ot PW com.pound, at
Ilegensburg, Germany.

goldsbach, Munchmunster and Regensburg. Lumber was
cut to the exact width and thickness needed for the con-
struction of the camp. To aid in the hauling we had 40

trucks from the 3597th Quartermaster and 35 trucks from
the 1367th Engineer Dump Truck company attached to us.

The latter part of June the Battalion was placed in Ca-
tegory iV. This meant that all men with low point scores
would be transferred to some other unit and rve would
receive high point men in return. It was with the utmost
regret that we saw our first group of men transferred out
on the 1st of July closely followed by another group on
the 7th. The old outfit was gradually being broken up
and scattered to the four winds but the memories of
times we had, good and bad, would linger on.

Since or.rr landing on the continent at Utah Beach the
7th of August 194 until thc 17t.h of May 1945 we had
been assigned marly various missio]rs lvhich were always
carried out with the 'greatest efficiency. We hacl con-
structed 4730 feet of Bailey bridge, 600 lccl. of fixed
bridge, 45 feet of steel stringer bridge, 190 lcr:|. ol 25 ton
Ponton bridge, 365 feet of heavy Ponton briclgc, plirced
854 feet of Treadway bridge and captured 464 prisorrcrs.
In later years we will be able to look back with 1-rlirlt' irr

the part we played in the defeat of the Axis powcrs.

Sauntill Operations at Nabburg, Germ.any
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COMMEI\DATIOI\S
HEADQUARTERS

1I35TH ENGINEER COMBAT GROUP

APO 403 U. S. ARMY.

TO

SUBJECT: Commendation.

Lieutenant Colonel, Olen B. Curtis, Comman-
ding 166th Engineer Combat Batallion, APO
403, U. S, Army.

1. It is with great pleasure that I reproduce below a

letter which I have this date received from the Com-
manding General, XII Corps.

SUBJECT

TC

Commendation

Lieutenant Colonel Charles Keller Jr., Com-
manding, 1135th Engineer Combat Group, APO
403, U. S. Army.

2. Not only was the spee-d and efficiency with .which

your men bridged the Moselle and Meurthe Rivers a

compliment to your professional skill, but ,the courage
and tenacity they exhibited against direct enemy obser-

1B Sclrlctrrlrlt lll44.

ved fire was a high tribute to your training (ts ('(,nrl)(rl

engineers. I consider that the manner in whit'h yorr r,l

fected the crossing of the 35th Infantry Divisiorr wrri.i ,r
major contribution to the successful envelepemcrrl ol llrr,
city of Nancy, and to the advance of our corps lo tlrl
east. I ask that you express my commendatiorr l.o llrt
officers, noncommjssioned officers, and men ol y()ln
command.

lsl M, s. Eddy

/t/ M. S. EDDY

Major General U. S. Alrrry

Commandirrg

?. I desire to add my personal appreciation of th(" sol-
dierly manner in which the members of your cornrnanrl
accomplished their assigned missions. The perforrrrancc
of your comrnand was in accordance with the ,bcst l.r:trdi-

tions of the Corps of Engineers which is the highest com-
mendation I can give to any unit.

CHARLES KELLER JR.

Colonel; CE

Commanding

o

1. It is a pleasure for me to commend you and the
members of your splendid command for the superior
manner in which you assisted the XII Corps in the secur-
ing of its bridgehead across the Moselle River.

d



HEADQUARTERS COMBAT COMMAND "A"

4TH ARMORED DIVISION

APO 254, U. S. ARMY.

MEMO

TO All units that have served with CC "A" cluring
period 31 July 44 to date.

1. Upon this headquarters reverting to a support sta-

tus today, after 75 consecutive days in the command of
troops in the front, I wish to express to the officers and
men of the units it has beeir my privilege to commcrnd in
battle my appreciation for a good job well done. You
have accomplished seemingly inpossible missions and
have made history of which you and yours and our Na-
tion are and will be proud. Your exploits are known
throughout our Army. You have participated in what
will be known as classics in the annals of modern War-
fare. Of your accomplishments I list the following as

outstanding:

a. Move through Avranches at 1500, 31 July and the
breaking out in four columns with tanks leading and by
midnight the capture of 4 bridges and .dams across the
Duay River which, made possible the pouring through of
the Third Army for the Brest Peninsula Campaign.

b. The thrust of 1 August from Ducey to Rennes and
the circling of Rennes on 3 August which caused the fall
of the city.

c. The dash from south of Rennes to Vannes on 5 Au-
gust thereby cutting off the Brest Peninsula. Thus in 6

12 October 1944

rl,rys llrc rrr.r'l< ol lht-. Brest Peninsula had been cut and
l{r'rrrrr,s,rrrrl V,rnrrr,s l,rkt:n.

'l lrr.rrrovr,rnr.nl lrorrr Nantes to St. Calais on the day
arrrl rriglrl ol l.l l5 ArrgrrsI a clistance of 167 miles, and
[[x'rr, ,rllr.r'rr,lrrr.lirr1g, rrroving on to capture Orleans 58

milcs l,ull11'; otr l{r Arrqttst.

e. Ilrc llrrrrsl ol .ll August from Orleans to Sens and
Fontairrc (r (li$l,ilr('(,ol 1)5 miles and the defeat of a Ger-
man colllllclrrll.rlli ,rl Villcneuve the next day with prac-
tically rro lossls.

i. Thc nr()v('l(),rrrr[ l.aking of Troyes by a combined
direct ancl cncirclrrrrl .rl.tack against 3000 Germans 25 Au-
gust. The assuull on l.hc city led by Lt. Col. West, using
tanks and trlrrrorcrl infantry in close formation, was a

classic examlrlc ol l.he close cooperation of Tanks and
Infantry.

g. The movcrrent from Troyes to force two crossings
of the Marne at one time on 28 August with the sub-
sequent capture of Chalons-sur-Marne and Vitry, and the
taking the next day of St. Dizier.

h. Thc thrust from St. Dizier to Commercy which for-
ced the crossing of several Rivers and by the speed and
vigor of the dash accomplished the movement of 44 miles
in a fcw hours and took the Germans by surprise captur-



SECRET

ing Fort Gironville and the high ground east of the Meuse
with practically no losses.

i. The crossing of the Moselle on 13 August, reestab-
lishing the B0th Div. Bridgehead, thrusting through to
Benicourt, Nomeny, Lemoncourt, Fresnes, Chambrey,
Arracourt, Valhey, Einville, a distance of 40 miles in
enemy-held territory in 2 days against constant opposi-
tion and vigorous counterattacks. This establishment of
the Nancy Bridgehead cleared the way for the advance
of the other elements of our division, the 35th Division
and the Corps. Holding the ground gained required the
fighting of one of the greatest Tank vs Tank Battles of
this war where-in Lt. Col. Abrams and the 37th Tank Bn
and Co "C" of the 704 TD Bn particularly distinguished
themselves.

This exploit is in my opinion the greatest in the series
of operations of this command.

2. The official history of this Command up to include
30 September 1944, sets forth the following statistics:

B. During the periocl li1 .lrrly lo 15 July to 15 Septem-
ber 44 this command provc ll5o rrrilcs into enemy-held
territory, liberated many ol llrc nr,rior cities of France'
and many lesser places.

3. The foregoing facts are scl. lor'llr ,rs commendation
to you and your men for the great- l)(lll yr)u lrirvc played
in them. Your "old" men will be 1;rotrrl lo lt,tvc lhis ex-
plained in detail. Your new men will l,rlir' ptrrlt in lhem-
selves and their units when they arc ,rcrlt,rinllrl with
them. Each unit has other accomplishrrtcttls lrltt,tlly ,ts

great while serving under other commarrtls ol llrir; l)ivi-
sion the details of which are known to yorr.

BRUCE C. CLAI{I(Ii,

Colonel, Corlls ol litrlli rrr','t :;,

Commanding.

A.

ENEMY LOSSES

PWs 7678
Killed 41.1V

Tks destd l4l
Armd Cars destd 33

Lg Cal guns destd 225

Misc Vehicles 1333

Planes 23

Locomotives 55

RR cars 250

Our Losses

.Killed, wounded and missing 901

M-4 Tanks 37

M-5 Tanks 7

M-7 guns 2

M-18 guns 3

Misc vehicles 38

7
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HEADQUARTERS

I135TH ENGINEER COMBAT GROUP

APO 403 U, S. ARMY.

MEMORANDI]M

TO Commanding Officer, All Attached
Units.

1. I lr.rvc received a personal letter from Major Gene-
rirl litltly, the Corps Commander which I think will be
ol irrlerest to all our officers and men. The letter reads
irs lollows:

"Dear Colonel Keller:

The lighting of the last few weeks has punched home
to us one point so obvious and so clean cut, that I want
every soldier and every officer in the Corps to realize
its full significance.

The point is this: The Germans, even the best and most
experienced oi them, are visibly frightened of us. They
are frightened by the superior equiprrrent, the more skill-
ful tactics, and above all, by the magnificent courage
and will to win shown by the troops of this corps.

We are now between rounds of a fight to the knock-
out. The last round saw the Boche stagger back into his
corner. While we are gathering our strength for the kill,
he is hanging on the ropes. He cannot Iast another--he
is bound to go down, I am confident when the next
round comes up, that the troops of the 1135th Engineer
Combat Group will show the same courage, the same

skill, and the same driving determination to get this war
won, that have won for us our successes to date.

20 October 1 U44.

i congratulalt: t.he 1135th Engineer Combat Group on
its performance in lhc past 

- 
I wish it Godspeed and

early victory.
SinCerely yours,

/s/ M. S. Eddy
/ti M. S. EDDY

Major General, U. S. Army
Commanding."

2. I want to make one additional point not covered by
General Eddy, While we must prepare ourselves men-
tally and physically for the next offensive round, we
have a very important role to play between rounds. The
ability of the other arms to start quickly when the bell
sounds for that next round deper.rds in large measure
on how well and thoroughly we do our job now. Each
of us must be impressed with the urgency of our present
mission, and leave no stone unturned to do it properly.
I am sure that each of you will do your part now and in
the future with ever incresaing proficiency.

CHARLES KELLER, JR.,

Col, 1135th Engr C Group
Commanding.

l
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HEADQUARTERS

26TH INFANTRY DIVISION

APO 26 U. S. Army. 1 B January 1945

SUBJECT

TO

Commendation. defiles with light support bridgcs. 'l'lrl l{i(illr Engineer
Combat Battalion assisted materially irr llrr' ,rrlv,rncc by
lollowing closely with Class 40 britlgcs, ollrrr lrtrill un-
der artillery fire, by clearing the rt-'rtt,ritritrll trritrlillrls,
and by widening, draining and maintairritrll llrl to,trl:; itr
the division rear area. In addition, its tlt'otrr,rrijiirn( r'

sectibn by its exiraordinary aggressivon('ss (ur(l lr('r'ii
stance rendered invaluable assistance in olrl,titritrll to,rrl

and bridge information which confirmed or sttlrlrlcttt.trl.rl
our own reconnaissance.

The unusually willing and aggressive suppor'l givcrr llrr'
division is a cr.edit to the service and to thc ollicr'rs ,rtr,l
men of the 166th Engineer Combat Battalion.

Commanding Ollicer
166th Engineer Combat Battalion.

I desire to express my appreciation of the eificient
engineer support rendered the division by your unit in
operations during the period B November 1944 to 13 De-
cember 1944.

During this period the division was continously ad-
vancing against strong enemy resistance. Operations re-
quired the assistance of the divisional engineer battalion
with the vanguard of the infantry elements, which were
beset by bad roads and innumerable natural barriers as

well as enemy minefields, demolitions and other prepared
obstacles, The divisional engineers were able only to
breach the minefields, reduce the obstacles sufficiently
to pass the infantry and supporting arms, and bridge the

t

W. S. Parrl,

Major General, U. S. Atttty

Commancling,

I
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HEADQUARTERS

THIRD UNITED STATES ARMY

Office of the Commanding General

APO 403

SUBJECT

TO

Commendation;

The Army Engineer Officer, Third Army

1. Please accept for yourself and pass on to the Offi-
ccrs and men of your units the sincere appreciation and
admiration of all the other elements of the Third Army
for the work you have accomplished.

2. Over countless rivers and tank ditches in flooded
Lorraine you constructed and maintained innumerable
n-ridges. You cleared and reconditioned thousands of
miles of road.

4. Withoul llrc slir-nulus of combat, yet suffering losses

from enemy lilr., you have built the bridges lacking
which the Gelrrr,rrr pcnetration could not have been ob-
literated.

5. Each and evcry officer and man of the Third Army
Engineer Units is hcrcby highly commended for the supe-
rior manner in whit lr his tasks have been performed.

6. You will apprizc .rll units concerned of the contents
of this letter.

/s/ G. S. Patton, Jr.,

itl G. S. PATTON, JR.,

Lieut. General, U. S. ArmY,

Commanding.

3. Your work in the rgcent operation in Belgium and
Luxembourg has been equally outstanding and has been
accompliihed under still more intolerable conditions of
weather and terrain.



HEADQUARTERS

THIRD UNITED STATES ARMY

Office of The Commanding General

Ft

SU]]JECT

TO

Commendation.

The Commanding General, Officers and Men
of the XII Corps, APO 312, U. S. Army.

1. The superior tactical skill .and audacity which you
and your Command displayed in breaking the southern
shoulder of the German penetration will ever rank as an
outstanding feat of intelligent 1:lanning and valorous
execution.

2, You ancl the Officers and men of your Command are
hereby highly commenrlcd lor a superior performace.

3. You will apprize all units concerned of the contenls
of this latter.

isl G. S. Patton, Jr'.,

/t/ G. S. PATTON, JIT.,

Lieut. General, U. S. Army

Commanding

5 February 1945

li liclrnrary 1945

AG 330.13 lst. Ind.
(5 Feb a5)

HEADQUARTEITS XII CORPS, APO 312, I]. :; Arrrry.
It lrr.lr 45

TO: Commanders, Officers and Men of thc Xll ('or;rs

With the greatest satisfaction and pridc I irrtlor;r, ( 1,,

neral Patton's messagc to you. Again your gall(url ,r'lr,
vements deepen my confidence in the certainly llr,rl llr,
officers and men of the XII Corps will keep higlr irr lrr'
ture combat the enviable standards of cour.rgc trrrrl

teamplay you have set in the past,

/s/ M. S. Etltty

/t/ M. S. B)l)Y
Major General, U. S. .Arrrry

Commanding

DISTRIBUTION
,,A" & "8"
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Sl r it.l li( l'f : Commendation.

l'l ll(tl : Commanding General, XII Corps..

l() : Commanding Officer, 1135 Engineer Group.

1. Your command was in support of the Sth Infantry
Division throughout an epic period of combat. On 22

March 1945 the division was assigned the task launch-
ing the first assault crossing of the Rhine River of this
war.

2. During that memorable river crossing, your officers
and men performed many outstanding feats. In the first
wqve of assault boats to cross the Rhine went eleii.rents

of the 1135 Engineer Group, who swept the far shore

and key road net for mines, and selected and prepared
sites on the far shore for landing craft. Your men con-

tinued to operate the assault lloats and made many trips
under sporadic, but accurate, enemy artillery fire. They
constructed two bridges of extraordinary length across
the Rhine in record time. The four ferries that they con-

structed aided immeasurably inthe initial crossing of
tank destroyers, tanks,and organic vehicles of the assault-
ing units during the most critical phase. As a direct re-

sult of your outstanding accomplishments an enormous
ilumber of troops and equipment was crossed over the

Rhine River in a remarkably short time.

3. Due to the fine spirit of teamwork, superior planning
and extensive technical knowledge of your officers and

HEADQUARTERS

sTH INFANTRY DIVISION

Office of the Commanding General 3 April l04Ii

men this operation w.rs a success. The entire service
performed by your comtrrantl while in support of the 5th

Infantry Division has rc[]t'ctt:cl the highest degree of

training, skill, ingenuity antl t.lrc highest standards of the

Corp of Engineers and the mililary service at large.

4, Throughout our entire associal.ion together the man-

ner of performance: of the 1135 Errgirtccr Group has been

superior, and it is my personal privilege and pleasure to

commend you, yolrr otficers and ttrt'n of the eminently
superior performance of such duty.

Commanding.

lst ind.
AG 20t.22 (GNMLA)

(3 Apr a5)

HEADQUARTERS XII CORPS, APO 312, U. S. Army,
11 Apr 1945.

TO: Commanding Officer, 1135 Engineer Combat Group,

APO 403, U. S. Army,

Let me add my own cotnmendation to that of General
Irwin's for the maior role you played in the crossing of

the Rhine River. The careful planning and magnificent
execution of your mission were largely responsible for
the successful overconting of this formidable barrier by

I
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the XII Corps. Yorrr performance must be regarded as

one of this war's rrol.able feats of engineering.

lsltl M. S. EDDY,

Major General, U. S. Army
Commanding.

2d Ind.

HEADQUARTERS, 1135 ENGR C GROUP, APO 403, U. S.

Army, 13 Apr 1945.

TO: Commanding Officer, 166 Engineer Combat Batta-
lion, APO 403, U. S. Army.

1. It is a pleasure to forward this very fine tribute to
the 1135 Engineer Combat Group to you who have
played such a major part in this success.

2. Since assuming the command of the 1135 Engineer
Combat Group on 4 March 1945, it has been my pleasure

to receive the highest type of cooperation from you and

the officers and men of your c<lnmand. This cooperation
carried through in a mosl- cx<'rrrplirry manner not only
in the crossing of the Rhine lrrrl ,rls,r irr lhe crossing of
the Moselle and Main Rivers. I shorrlrl likc to add my
commendation and also my appreciirliorr lor llro line work
: rat you have performed at these crossirrls. Yottr mag-
nificent performance in the first assaull. r'rossirrg of the
Rhine as well as the crossings of the Moscllr',rrrrl M,ritr
Rivers, will be recorded in history as a r)r(r.i()r lotrltilrtt-
tion to the success of the United States Alrrry.

3. I should like for each of you to accept rlly [){'ts{)rrrrl
commendation and to express my appreciation l.o llrl
officers and men of yoLlr command.

ALFRED D, STAITITIITI),

Col, 1135 Engr Q (irorrlr

Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS XII CORPS

Office of the Commanding General

APO 312, U, S. Army 20 April 1945.

many, well ahead of any ol,her allied unit, proceeded to
electrify our nation. You havc advanced some 600 miles
into the heart of Nazi Gernrarry, conquering some 12 000
square miles.' Since entering (icrmany alone, you have
captured over 125 000 prisoncls, taken such prizes as

Frankfurt and Worms, seized ()normous stores of mili-
tary equipment, rolling stock, nntl supplies, including
what must have been the bulk oI Germany's gold re-
serve, released thousands of Nazi slaves and allied pri-
soners, and driven a beaten enemy into his last strong-
hold,

I congratulate you upon a glorious record. I share the
pride which every officer and every soldier of the XII
Corps has a right to feel for it. The XII Corps has al-
ways been a spearhead unit of a spearhead army. It has
never failed to accomplish its missions with dash and
courage and skill. Your final mission is at hand. God
speed you to it.

M. S. EDDY,

Major General, U. S. Army,

Commanding.

DISTRIBUTION:
A ano -tr

*--4

Mt.s:;,rgc to 4.ll Corps Troops, XII Corps:

A ycar ago the XII Corps began to collect its strength
l.o sLrike. Eight months ago, against an enemy still
sl.rong and dangerously aggressive, we struck. We strucl<
wiLh a boldness and a viciousness that have never failed
us in nearly constant combat through three countries.
Today, as we prepare for the final kill, there can surely
be no corps in Germany more feared than the XIIth.
F{ere is your record.

In August 1944 you launched a drive through North-
ern France which must rate as one of tiie most specta-
cular coups of this war. Your bloody battle of the Saar
basin breached the lv{aginot line, and was leading you
well into the Siegfried defenses when the German Ar-
dennes offensive began. Your magnificent forced march
to Luxembourg and your spirited defense of the Duchy
are now history, In February you crossed the Sauer and
smashed the Siegfried line against the bitterest possible
conditions of flood, winter cold, and stubborn enemy
resistance. Your lightning drive to the Rhine, and vigo-
rous exploitation of its west bank, prepared you for what
was probably the first assault crossing of this ancient
barrier in military history. Your dash into central Ger-



HEADQUARTERS

1135TH ENGINEER COMBAT GROUP

APO 403 U. S. Army. 20 June 1945.

hecl an enviable reputation by tlr cxccrrlion of many
difficult and exacting tasks inclurlinl, tlr, p,rrLicipation
in 10 major assault river crossir)!s rurrl llrc r,orrsl.ruction
of a total of 4.6 miles of ail types ol lrrirlllr'r;.

It is with a feeling of pride and hurnilily tlr,rt ,r( lorow-
Ieclgement is made, that this recoi-d wotrlrl rrol lr,rvr. lrccrr
possible without the unfaltering dffotion lo tlrrly ol llrc
166 Engineer Combat Battalion. It can bc s,rirl witlr
assurance that this view reflects also the vicws ol llrr.
Group's two former commanders Col Keller arrtl ('ol
Starbird.

It is with deep regret that the group moves on [o ()llr(,r'
tasks without your assistance. All. members of this lrrl
offer best wishes for your continued success.

HUGH B. HINES, JR.,

Lt CoI, 1135 Engr C Group

Commanding.

SUBJECT

TO

Commendaticln

166 Engineer Combat Battalion, APO 403,

U. S, Army.

It is fitting that recognition be given the 166 Engineer
Combat Battalion for the outstanding contribution it
made to the successful completion of all assigned mis-
sions of the 1135 Engineer Combat Group during the
period 22 August 1944 to 11 June 1945 in operations in
support of the XII Corps' drive against the German Army
in France, Luxembourg and Germany.

In every phase of these operations the manner of per-
formance of all tasks gave ample demonstration of thor-
ough training, devotion to duty and unstinting coopera-
tion on the part of all elements of your organization.
Every individual is justified in a feeling of great personal
pride in the irccomplishments of this group.

The group, joining XII Corps 21 August 1944, establis-
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HEADQUARTERS

2B5TH ENGINEER COMBAT BATTALION

APO 403, U. S. ARMY

Officers and Men

l66th Engineer Combat Battalion

APO 403, U. S, Army

I wanted you to know how appreciative I am for all
l.hr: effort and cooperation you have given me during our
sl.ay together. I am sure that it would- have been better
i[ we could have talked this over krefore my leaving, but
since this wasn't possible a letter wiil have to do until
we can meet again. Perhaps we can see each other at

one of the early conventions

There is little doubt that we set a very high standard
lor ourselves and put extra effort into carrying out our
plan. For this we can be grateful

Deggendorf, Germany, 21 July l{.}45

To all of our men who paid the supreme price and
those that will bear the scar of battle we all owc a great
debt. Let us always remember and on every occ;rsion
give them the praise.

Each time we were called upon to perform a rlillir:trll
task there was never a doubt as to its successful com-
pletion for there was the knowledge and the will [o sttt:-

ceed. A commander could expect no more.

Our paths may cross-if so, I rvill be very htrppy tr>

see you. If I may be of service, please call upon nlc.

Very truly yours,

OLEN B. CI,IRTIS,

Lt Col, CE

l

l



DECORATIOI\S & AWARDS
Croix de Guerre avec Palme

Lieutenant Colonel Olen B, Curtis

Croix de Guerre avec Etoile d'Argent
Major Lewis S. Toone

Soldiers h4edal
Technician Grade 4 Edward S. Blanchard
Private First Class Claude J. Johnson
Private First Class Leociegario Polanco

. Silr,er Star Medal
Major Allen B. Fuller
First Lieutenant Fred K. Lawson
First Lieutenant Robert O. Schlater
Sergeant Lindsay Logan Jr
Corporal James Weir
Technicain Grade 5 Roland B. Couture
Private First Class Delbert I-. George

Bronze Star Medal
Lieutenant Colonel Olen B. Curtis
Major Lewis S. Toone
Major Allen B. Fuller
Major Dean W. Buchan Jr
Major John R, Klug
Captain Luis S, Atlee
Captain Phil Plasko
Captain Dale S. Wallace
First Lieutenant Joseph J. Lelevich
First Lieutenant James T. Rayner

First Lieutenant Benjamin Ruprrlt
First Lieuten.ant Thomas J. Clarko
First Lieutenant John H. Murphey
First Lieutenant Sam H. Williarns
First Lieutenant Charles J. Feldman
Second Lieutenant V,/illiam H. Monroc
Second Lieutenant Vflilliam J. Finnerty
Second Lieutenant Leo A. Voskan
Chief Warrant Officer George D. Trussell
Warrant Officer J,unior Grade Edward M. Rol.hchilrl
Master Sergeant Herbert A, Faber
Master Sergeant Donald T. Maltby
Master Sergeant Fred J. Peter
First Sergeant Ira L. Farmer
First Sergeant Alfred R. Lombardi
First Sergeant Irving Sherman
Technical Sergeant Cletus W. Strange
Technical Sergeant Arthur J. Bellavance
Iechnical Sergeant Edward A. Ferguson
Technical Sergeant Xenophon G. Nichols
Technical Sergeant John C. Huffman
Technical Sergeant Stanley J. Kantorowicz
Staff Sergeant Joseph P. Talone
Staff Sergeant Harold S. Bates

Staff Sergeant Michael J. Filipiak
Staff Sergeant Elia M. Francisco
Staff Sergeant Joe Roncelli
Staff Sergeant Arthur E. Savard
Staff Sergeant Charles H. Clark
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Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

First
First
First
First
First
First
First
First
First
First

Class
CIass

Class
Class
Class

Class

Class

Class
Class

Class

Gerald F. Shannon
Henry Nathan
Lucien L, Roy
John Kezarjian
Robert H. Bean
Ray E. Hagstrom
Roland H. Martin
Theodore J. Wallhofer
Lionel A. Labrie
Dorsey G. Conn

Captain Horace A, Harris
Captain Maurice J. Silverman
1st Lieutenant Jerry R.. Meade
1st Lieutenant Joseph A. Alhworth
lst Lieutenant Max A. Stricker
Staff Sergeant Thomas A. Bayliss
Staff Sergeant William E. Cannon
Staff Sergeant Daniel Ii4. Geary
Staff Sergeant Henry Dupras
Staff Sergeant Daniel R. Civiello
Staff Sergeant Ralph F. Linder
Sergeant Francis W. Doyle
Sergeant Louis J. Marchigiani
Sergeant Charles Nielson
Sergeant Romeo A. Gonyea
Sergeant Pasquale A. Delgrosso

Sergeant Francis B. Carver
Sergeant John J, Emerick
Sergeant Edward R, Derosiers
Sergeant Raymond H. Dennison

'Staff Sergeant Earl W. Glidden
Staff Sergeanl. William S. Hmurciak
Staff Sergr'.rnl. Edwin E. Vittum
Staff SergcirnI Edward A. Garett
Staff Sergt.ant Preston J. Connors
Staff Scrgcant Walter J. Sobotka
Sergcarrl. Stephen R. Allaire
Sergcant. Albert W, Cronin
Sergctrnt Francis P. Walsh
Sergeant Gerald C. Coughlin
Sergi-.ant Varkis Asadoorian
Scrgeant Charles W. Lane
Scrgeant Dominic McKenzie
Sergeant Robert T. Graffum
f'echnician Grade 4 Donald R. Cote
Technician Grade 4 Clyde E. Crenshaw
Technician Grade 4 Robert L. Hegg
Technician Grade 4 Roy K. Garfield
Technician Crade 4 Joseph W. Johnson
Technician Grade 4 Jerald B, Clark
'Technician Grade 4 James M. Edens
Technician Grade 4 Colie F. Meetze
Technician Grade 4 Charles H. Ashworth
Technician Grade 4 Raymond H, Petersen
Corporal Lawrence E. Steinke
Corporal James F. Harvey
Technician Grade 5 William C. Stoudenmire Jr
Technician Grade 5 John H. McKeon
Technician Grade 5 Edward A. Givens
Technician Grade 5 Edward M. Hylen
Technician Grade 5 Gustave H. N. Fallgren
Tcchnician Grade 5 Henry L. Kinney
Technician Grade 5 James O. Naylor
Technician Grade 5 George D. Whitten



Sergeant James Weir
Sergeant Walter J. Goulet
Sergeant Elliott L. Schoonovrrr
Sergeant Rufus .L Ol.t

Sergeant John F. W,rlslr
Technician Gradr' 4 'ilrorn<rs I''}. Metts
Technician Grarl<: 4 Bcnrric L. Thackston
Technician Grade 4 Johnny J. Smith
Technician Grade 4 Kolvig J. Simmons
Technician Grade 4 Clarence Horn
Technician Grade 4 Osvaldo C. Musso
Technician Grade 4 Paul Goldstein
Technician Grade 4 Frank P. Keister
Technician Grade 4 Howard C. Eastman
Technician Grade 4 Aram L. Lamoureaux
Corporal Walter C. Putnam, Jr
Corporal Antonio T. Giorgi
Corporal Frank J. Elegreet, Jr
Corporal Meyer Siegel
Corporal Gustav A. Kostbar

'l'cctrnician Grade 5 (.lcorgr-. W. Corbel.l"

Technician Grade 5 Paul ltallo
Technician Grade 5 Francis W. Lcstcr, Jr
Technician Grade 5 George A. Agoritsa
Technician Grade 5 Francis E. Kelly
Technician Grade 5 Fred E. Dubois
Technician Grade 5 Erncst M. White
Private First Class.James W. Lanham
Private First Class Bert J. Wisharl.
Private First Class Snowden R. Walllrrrrr
Private First Class Joseph H. Remillar<l
Private First Class Morgan F. Kelliher
Private First Class Diego Campa
Private First Class Beverley P. Dupuis

Oak Leai Cluster to Bronze Star Medal

Lieutenant Colonel Olen B. Curtis
Major John R. Klug
Major Lewis S. Toone
Staff Sergeant Joe Roncelli
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Lieutenant Colonel Olen B. Curtis
Captain .Iohn 1-I. Wyckoff
First Lieutenant Fred K.. Lawson
Firsl. I.ieutenant John H. Murphey
lrirst Lieutenant Jack I{. Fooks
[;irst Lieutenant Thomas J. Clarke
Firsl Lieutenant William H. Monroe
Staff Sergeant Johny W. Lee

Staff Sergeant Edward A. Garrett
Staff Sergeant Billie E. Gilbert
Staff Sergeant EIia M. Francisco
Staff Sergeant Joseph W. Johnson
Staff Sergeant Thomas A. Bayliss
Staff Sergeant Carl J. Russo

Staff Sergeant Joseph P. Talone
Staff Sergeant Varkis Asadoorian
Sergeant Carl C. Rice
Sergeant Gerald C. Coughiin
Sergeant Carl C. Hahn
Sergeant Raymond H. Oliver
Sergeant Daniel R. Civiello
Sergeant Norman F. Fletcher
Sergeant William R. Bragg
Sergeant Rufus J. Ott
Sergeant Stanley J. Zagorski
Sedgeant Jack W. Beverly
Technician Grade 4 James M. Edens

Technician Grade 4 Yow K, Yee

Corporal Chadles A. Emmert Jr

Corporal John G. Tabolltrrio
Corporal Homer Michael .ir
Corporal Hubbard B. Windlc
Corporal Gustav A, Kostbar
Corpodal Cadl L. Buckner
Corporal Adrien V. Bissonettc
Corporal Frank J. Elegreet
Corporal Claude W. Rule
Technician Grade 5 Albert P. Martinez
Technician Grade 5 Lionel D. Drouin
Technician Grade 5 Louis A. Beliz
Technician Grade 5 Arlie L. Goetsch
Technician Grade 5 .Ioseph Civarelli
Technician Grade 5 Francis W, Lester
Technician Grade 5 Lucien L, Roy
Technician Grade 5 William E. Cahoone
Technician Grade 5 Rudolph J. Madore
Technician Grade 5 Dorsey G. Conn
Technician Grade 5 Phi:lip E. Pascale
Technician Grade 5 Harrison A. Pruitt
Technician Grade 5 Artliur E. Marriner
Technician Grade 5 Preston L, Benge
Technician Grade 5 Irving Dropkin
Technician Grdae 5 Lorenzo Whitley
Private First Class Victor J. Taglienti
Private First Class Alfred J. Therrien

Private First Class Harley C. Ballard
Private First Class John J. Hynes
Private First Class Joseph H, Remillard
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Private First Cluss Charles L. Stewart
Private First Class Clarcnr:c 'I. Florsmann
Private .FirsI Cl;rss C]harlcs -8. Minsk
Private Firsl Cluss Osborne D. Davis
Private First Class Dewey M, McKeown
Prival.c Firs[ Class Charles W. Parrot
Private First Class Chester O. Hopper
Private First Class Donald R. Blanchet.te
Private First Class Hampton C. Smith
Private First Class Ernest J. Smith
Priva[e First Class S[ephan F, Connolly
Private First Class Wilfred J. Boulanger
Private First Class Harlan C. Cannon
Private First Class Jack P. Deluca
Private First Class Marvin Veatch
Private FirsL Class tsIenry J. Trajanowski
Private First Class Eugene Cerrato
Private First C1ass Delbert L. George
Private First Class Harold Kirkpal.rick
Private First Class Leonard G. Carothers
Private First Class Laurent C. Dube
Private First C1ass Robert C. Link
Private First Class Frank A. Galati
Private Michael J. Filipiak
Private Michael L. Gallo
Private Patrick V. Pagano
Private Eugene V. Cote
Private Vidal Delarosa

Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

Samuel J. Allen
Benjamin Blake
Walter S. Colquitt
Richard J. Braman
Raymond F. Avery
Janmes E. McDonald
Crawford A. Baker
Clifford H. Brizze
Anthony DiBrassi
Roy E. Hemond
Lester W. Killion
Eugene F. Riley
Robert C. Smart
Grover W. Wilburn
John J. Croal
Lyle Swan Swanson
Joseph P. McKeon
Arthur L. Dupont'
Clarence W. Tucker
Kenneth L. Ames
John B. Gibson -

Oak Leaf Cluster to Purple Heart

Corporal Carl L. Buckner
Private First Class Leonard G. Carothers
Private First Class Marvin Veatch
Private Samuel J. Allen
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